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1. Creativity 

- Expressing new ideas in 
unique ways

- Individuality through art 

- They use something in a new 
way or for a different purpose.

2. Dedication 

- They practise in their free time.

- Focused in class

- They take feedback as a chance to 
improve.

- They are pushed beyond what they 
think they can achieve.

3. Art Elements

At the end of their Primary 
School Education, children 
should have the knowledge of 
the 7 elements.
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Rationale 

- Each art student is a unique individual and will be enabled to develop 
their own skill set in a personal way. 

- Art aims to develop in students the knowledge, skills, understanding 
and values needed to bring an idea to realisation and to respond to, 
understand, analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others.
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Junior Cycle Visual Art - Links to Key Posters 





What are the main aims of the L1LP? 

L1LP - Level 1 Learning Programme (Lauren)

Who does it cater for? 

L1LP caters for a specific group of students with GLD, in the range of lower functioning to severe and 
profound categories. They are at an early level of cognitive development. 
It is personalised to target the individual needs of these specific students, and aims to target multiple 
cognitive and functioning needs. 

Students are the centre of teaching and learning, and the L1LP aims that they will have an 
educational experience that addresses their individual needs and enables them to live, 
participate in, learn, work and contribute to the best of their abilities to the communities 
which they belong.

Students are exposed to a rich & varied range of experiences in Visual Art, they are 
creatively engaged in learning and have opportunities to express their emotions, reactions 
and imaginations.



L1LP - Level 1 Learning Programme (Lauren)

How is L1LP assessed?

What key components make up this Programme?

- Assessment is school based, a portfolio of evidence is created by the students. 

- This can be electronic or a physical portfolio. 

- Progress achieved is documented on the JCPA, where the student achieves some learning 
outcomes within a PLU. 

- This JCPA is then evidence of the majority of the achieved learning outcomes. 

They are made up of PLU's and Short courses. 

The NCCA design the 3 short courses: Around the World in Eighty Days, Food Glorious Food and Keeping 
Well, Looking Good and Being Great. 

The 6 PLU's are: 

1. Communication, Language and Literacy 

2. Numeracy 

3. Personal Care and Wellbeing 

4. Being part of the community 

5. The Arts 

6. Physical Education 





Having completed L1LP what skills in Art could students have?

List 3 examples - use imagery to support your answer 


3 key facts I’d need to know if teaching the L1LP Visual Art Curriculum


L1LP - Level 1 Learning Programme (Lauren)

Mark-making techniques with a variety of 
media 
Gathering, exploring and using 3D materials (New and 
recycled) 

Knowledge gained from other learning experiences such as visiting art galleries, going on 
field trips and collecting primary and secondary sourced objects.

1. Short courses and extra curricular material can be used to assist with the 
learning.

2. Collecting primary sourced objects - looking at handling natural and manufactured 
objects with different textures, shapes and patterns.



To focus and develop learning on elementary literacy and numeracy, language and 
communication, mobility and leisure skills, motor coordination and social and personal 
development.

What are the main aims of the 
L2LP? 

Students who have general learning disabilities in the higher functioning moderate and 
low functioning mild categories. 

- Students are small in number (one or two in a typical school) 

-All have Individual Education Plans (IEPs). 

-The Learning Programmes depend on Priority Learning Units (PLUs) that develop the 
basic, social and pre-vocational skills of the students involved.

What does it cater 
for?

What key components make up this 
Programme?
Communication and literacy,

Numeracy, Personal care, Living in a Community and Preparing for 
work

Emily



How is it assessed?

-School-based and ongoing.

-Students create a portfolio of evidence which demonstrates their achievement of learning outcomes 
over the three years of Junior Cycle. 

-Work can be hard copy, audio, video, blogs, photographs, artefacts etc.

-Promoting much more accessible learning and assessment activities. 

-No exam, assessment is no longer a barrier but an opportunity to reveal a student’s strengths, skills 
and talents. 

-These resources can help schools to set up portfolios for students engaging with L2LPs


Having completed L2LP what skills in Art could students 
have?

List 3 examples - use imagery to support your answer
- Design a final work based on their drawings

-Produce a piece of work for display

-Use key words associated with the activity 
correctly

-Use all tools and equipment correctly and safely 
in a range of practical classes

-Describe appropriate response when a risk is 
identified

-Use media to create craftwork

-Express personal opinions, facts and feelings 
appropriately

Emily



3 key facts I’d need to know if teaching the L2LP Visual Art 
Curriculum

1. Thinking about the students well being- This programme is 
designed with the student at the centre, enabling the physical, 
mental, emotional and social well-being to

be an integral part of the programme.

2 Being as creative as you can- Programmes give teachers 
and students the opportunity to engage in the curriculum in 
creative and innovative ways, enabling students to explore 
and develop their creative talents

3. Choice and Flexibility- Student choice is facilitated Choice should be planted into 
learning and teaching in terms of how students engage with and demonstrate their 
learning. These programmes are flexible by nature

Emily





What are the aims for Transition Year?

Who does it cater for?

The aim of Transition Year Art will be to develop skills in Art, Craft & Design, by providing 
various creative and innovative opportunities throughout Transition Year. 


Studying Art in Transition Year will give students the opportunity to trial the subject in 
advance of choosing their subjects for Senior Cycle. 


The Transition Year Art programme gives students a chance to develop their artistic skills in a 
stress-free environment , free from the pressure of examinations.

The Transition Year programme offered in Secondary School is an optional choice for students after 
their Junior Cycle education.

It offers a broad education experience and can help students mature before proceeding to their 
further studying at Senior Cycle.  

Transition Year

 - Senior Cycle 


(Lauren)



What key components make up this programme?

How is Transition Year assessed?

Transition Year

 - Senior Cycle 


(Lauren)

Transition Year programmes are designed by each individual school under the set guidelines outlined by the 
NCCA. 


Each School will design their Transition Year programme based on the interests and needs of students in the 
school.


Schools should involve parents, work experience and the wider community as educational partners for the 
programme. Schools will decide on what will be taught on the programme based on student needs and as per 
the NCCA guidelines.

Students who successfully complete the Transition Year programme are awarded a certificate which is issued jointly by the 
Department of Education & Science and the school.


There is no examination in Transition Year. 

Students may receive school-based certificates to mark their achievements in specific areas within the Transition Year 
programme such as computer studies , first aid and self-defence. Students are assessed continuously throughout the year and 
also, at the end of each term. 


A wide variety of models of assessment and of assessment criteria are used. It is reccomended that portfolio and interviews 
are carried out at the end of Transition Year.



Having completed Transition Year, what skills in Art could students have?

Transition Year

 - Senior Cycle 


(Lauren)

1. Critically Thinking

- Students will learn to think 
critically and creatively as they use 
their observations and knowledge 
to innovate and create their own 
personal responses and approach 
to a stimulus. 

2. Communication Skills:

- Through creating - students 
will see the need to share their 
intentions clearly to various 
audiences and peers so that 
their ideas and artwork are 
understood better. 

3. Working with others:

- Students may work collaboratively 
and through this they will learn from 
others by being engaged in a social 
experience involving the understanding 
of interpersonal dynamics. This is a skill 
that they will need as they become 
young adults in society.





What are the main aims of senior cycle 
art?

-Develop in learners the knowledge, skills, understanding and values 
needed to bring an idea to realisation

-Respond to, understand, analyse and evaluate their own work and the 
work of others.

-Each learner is a unique individual and will be enabled to develop their 
own skill set in a personal way. 

-The world of Visual Studies will make the learner aware of its own work 
and life, becoming more aware of their own place in a wider society

Who does it cater for?


What key components make up this 
Programme?

-Resourceful

-Confident

-Engaged

-Active Learners

-Information Processing

-Being Personally Effective

-Communicating

-Critical and Creative Thinking

-Working with Others. 

Emily



How is it assessed?

-3 assessment components in Leaving Certificate Art

1-Practical coursework

2-Invigilated (Superintended) examination

3-Written examination. 

-Differentiation is achieved through examinations at two levels 

-Ordinary level & Higher level. 

In each assessment component, a differentiated marking scheme will apply.

-Each component will be administered and assessed by the State Examinations 
Commission (SEC). 

-Work for the practical coursework and the superintended examination will be based on 
the same stimulus.

-Practical coursework =50% Higher and 
Ordinary

-Practical Examination =20% Higher and 
Ordinary

-Written examination =30% Higher and Ordinary

Emily



Having completed Senior Cycle what skills should a student have? Use imagery to support 
your answer 

-Experiment with ideas, media and techniques

-Collate information from a variety of sources and media, record visual information through a variety 
of media and

techniques

-Illustrate sources of information

-Curate and present their work in a considered way

-Develop, experiment with and edit their work
-Recognise the artistic thinking and elements in their own work and that of others

-Discuss the development of ideas and work from conception to realisation


Emily



-3 key facts to know if teaching Senior Cycle

-Involve community by bringing in an artist who works with others and is part of wider 
society, students

gain an understanding of the needs of their own communities and the knowledge, skills 
and

understanding of the values that help them to address issues they can be dealing with.

-Conception to realisation, always get the students to plan  in their notebooks  before 
starting into a final piece. It makes much more sense to plan before you start into a final 
idea.

-Get the students to grade their classmates in class, this way, the students know what we 
as teachers expect from them. By the end of senior cycle learners should be more

independent and be able to evaluate information, form opinions and clearly express intent 
in both the work they create as well as the art they learn about.

Emily



The course aims to provide
students with an opportunity to

develop their creative and
technological skills and manual

abilities. 

What are the main aims of the LCA Craft & Design?

LCA prepares the students for the transition
to working life as an adult. 


Their communication and decision making
skills greatly develop while also helping them

become more independent in their life.

Who does it cater for?

The LCA Craft & Design programme is designed for creative students 

who are interested and passionate about pursuing a career in design.

This is a practical program that allows students to 
develop skills in a range of areas such as printmaking, 
textiles, graphics and ceramics. It is an ideal program for 
any student who prefers a more hands-on, project based 
approach to learning.

The LCA program is 
inclusively designed for 
students who prefer a more 
practical approach to their 
education at school, rather 
than an academic one. 


LCA provides students with 
a range of practical skills they 
can use in their future 
careers. 

LCA

 - Craft & Design 
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What key components make up this programme?

How is LCA Craft & Design assessed?

The Craft & Design course is divided into 4 difference areas:

1. Fashion & Textiles

2. Graphic Communication & Print Media.

3. Three - Dimensional Studies.

4. Lens-Based Studies.

Assessment takes place on the completion of modules and there is also a final examination in each of the 
following areas:

- English & Communication

- Two vocational specialisms

- Mathematical Applications.

- Language.

- Social Education. 


Students who successfully complete the programme are awarded a Leaving Certificate from the Department of 
Education and Science. 


The Certificate is awarded at 3 levels: Pass, Merit & Distinction. 

LCA

 - Craft & Design 
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Having completed LCA craft & design what skills in Art could students 
have?

1. Creative Thinking 2. Technical Skills 3.Problem-solving Skills

Students ability to 
think creatively will 
have developed 
through their 
involvement in 
various 
assignments and 
projects where they 
would of came up 
with unique ideas.

Art Forms will have been 
explored such as drawing, 
painting, sculpture and 
printmaking which in turn 
develops their technical skills.

 Students will have 
experimented with various 
tools and materials to 
effectively create different 
types of textures, tones and 
colours. 

Students may have 
encountered various technical 
and creative challenges that 
required them to find 
practical solutions. They may 
have developed problem-
solving skills, such as critical 
thinking and analysis, to 
overcome these challenges 
and complete the projects 
successfully. 

LCA

 - Craft & Design 


(Lauren)



3 Facts I would need to know if teaching the LCA Craft & Design 
Curriculum?

1. The LCA Craft & Design Curriculum aims to develop student's skills and knowledge in 
art, craft and design by engaging them in a range of creative and practical activities. 

2. The Craft & Design course is divided into 4 different areas:

- Fashion & Textiles.

- Graphic Communication & Print Media.

- Three - Dimensional Studies.

- Lens-Based studies. 

The course is designed to provide an ideal practical opportunity for students to develop 
their cognitive, creative, technological, aesthetic and manual abilities. 


3. Over the 2 years of the LCA course, students must complete 4 modules from the list of 
15 modules.

LCA

 - Craft & Design 
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What are the main aims of LCA Visual Art?


-Raise self-esteem and develop self-confidence

-Develop an ability to use the expressive potential

of Visual Art media

-Getting to know yourself and your ability

-Preparing students for the working world after school

-Develop a range of research, perceptual, making

and judgement skills.

Who does it cater for?

-Students who are not suitably catered for by other leaving cert programmes

-Learners who choose not to opt for those programmes

-Students who have a practical and creative interest

in arts

-Designed for students who work better with their hands-painting, sculpture, drawing and 
digital media.

-Covers all abilities and backgrounds

-Students do not need to have done art before


Emily



What key components make up this 
Programme?

2 Main Themes

-Students need opportunities to investigate 
issues that are meaningful to them. 

-They can develop personal values and gain 
self-esteem by creating images and forms 
relating to themselves and their culture. 

-The sense of satisfaction that can result from

personalised work is the main theme of this 
module.

INDIVIDUALITY AND IDENTITY
THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT

-In this module students can undertake a study 
of their local built and natural environments.

This should lead to an enlightened sense of 
environmental awareness brought about by 
aesthetic perceptions. 

-Physical contact with the environment is 
paramount, as is the students realisation that 
their interpretation of environmental values is 
personally meaningful and of wider relevance.

How is LCA visual art 
assessed?

-I collected visual 
information about myself

and other people,

-I developed ideas suitable 
for

making art work

-I completed a piece
of artwork

-I kept notes on how I did 
the work and described

what was good and bad 
about the work.

Checklist

INDIVIDUALITY & 
IDENTITY

Checklist

Local Environment

-I collected visual 
information about

-The local environment,

-I developed ideas 
suitable for

making art work,

-I completed a piece

of art work,

-I kept notes on how I did 
the work and

described what was good 
and bad about the work.

Emily



Having completed LCA Visual Art what skills should a student have? Use imagery to 
support your answer 


-Use a variety of artistic approaches

-Identify and experiment with artistic visual 
qualities and with a range of materials and 
tools

-Produce expressive art works of a personally 
and aesthetic nature

-Recognise ways in which artists have 
responded to, and

promoted environmental issues

Emily



3 key facts to know if teaching LCA Visual Art Curriculum

When looking at the themes such as 'local environment'

-Walking tours of the actual sites are essential for students to become familiar with them 
"sensory walks".


-Recording experiences are essential- photography, note taking, making diagrams and 
maps, direct observational drawing 


-Using descriptive words can be very effective in drawing students’ focus to visual art.
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